466
iA.I) 1703.
man dissatisfied with all the rest of the passengers, who gave him no more than his due. This was a just reprimand ; for in whatever way a man may indulge his generosity or his vanity in spending his money, for the sake of others he ought not to raise the price of any article for which there is a constant demand.
He talked of Mr. Blacklock'.s poetry, so far as il was descriptive of visible objects; and observed, that 'as its authonr had the; misfortune to be blind, we may be absolutely sure thai such passages are combinations of what he has remembered of ihe works of other writers who could see, That foolish fellow, Speiice, has laboured to explain philosophically how Hlaekloek may have done, by means of his own (acuities, what it is impossible he .should do1. The .solution, as [ have given it.is plain. Suppose, I know a man lo be so lame thai he i-- absolutely incapable to move himself, and I find him in a different room from that in which 1 left him; shall 1 pux/le myself with idle conjectures, that, perhaps, his nerves have by some unknown change all al nnee become effective? No, Sir; it it clear how he got into a different room : he was carried,'
Having slopped a night at Colchester', Johnson talked of that town with veneration, for having .slnnd ;t siege for Charles the First, The Dutchman alone now remained with u*i. He spoke English tolerably well; and thinking to recommend himsHf to us by expatiating on the superiority of the criminal jurisprudence of this country over that of Holland, he inveighed against the barbarity of putting an accunctl person to the torture, in order to
' Johnson wrote on Aug. 17, 1773: —-'ThiH morning I saw at breakfast Dr. Illacklork, the blind poet, who docs not remember to have* seen litfht, and is read to by a poor scholar in Latin, (irrek, and French, lie was originally a poor nebular himself. I looked on him with reverence.' .f'ingsi f.ff/er.t, i, titi,
See also Iloswrll's /jW/vV/rt, AUK. '7i '773- Kpcncrc published tin At-count of Illacklockt in which be meanly omitted any mention of Hume's great generosity to the blind poet. J. 1-1. Burton's j-/u»ie, \, 393.
swkwl I!li*tkl«nk whrthrr IIP connected cnkmr ami luuwl. * Hr ntiNWf«rfd, that a% hi) n»ri -sit olim with th«« tt*rm«i fxprcwiisK inl««iif., In-had formed sortip f.ihr ainm i.uimii, but thai they wt-rt; of ihr tiurllt-t ttuil kind. The iltumiruaiiin uf thtt sun, for instance*, he iup|H<<trtl lit it" st-mlile. the jircsrncc of it frieml.1 /^. P. 3H<).
' '('hey left t^irulon early and yrt they truvelled only 51 milfi ih.it day. The wholes distance tn llarwiib ii 71 miles. I'atcrsnn'** Id'nfntry, i. 323.
force                        manntly use the most common, little, easy words (so they are pure and proper) which our language affords. When first I talked at Oxford to plain people in the Castle [the prison] or the town, I observed they gaped and stared. This quickly obliged me to alter my style, and adopt the language of those I spoke to; and yet there is a dignity in their simplicity, which is notdisagreeable to those of the highest rank.1 Southey's Wesley, i. 431. See/w/, 1770, in Dr. Maxwell's Collectanea, Oct. 12, 1779, Aug. 30,1780, and Boswell's Hebrides, Nov. 10, 1773.^ 65.
